Ethical and practical implications of the human genome initiative for family medicine.
Major advances in predictive genetic testing resulting from the Human Genome Initiative could change significantly the routine practice of family medicine. Family physicians should be aware that increased genetic information may affect patients' abilities to acquire and maintain insurance and employment and that interested parties will have incentives to seek this information. The social consequences of genetic information, as well as increased health promotion efforts, may raise problems of informed consent and confidentiality. In addition to their ethical implications, these developments will also affect the practice of family physicians in practical ways such as record keeping. We discuss cases that illustrate the potential impact of these emerging technologies on the practice of family medicine.